
 To the attention of 

Mr Antonio Costa 
Prime Minister of Portugal 

Mrs Catarina Sarmento e Castro 
Minister of Justice 

Mr Jose Luis Carneiro 
Minister of Home Affairs

Mr Paulo Vizeu Pinheiro
Secretary-general of the Internal Security System

CC: 
Mr Pedro Lourtie

Permanent Representative of Portugal to the European Union

Subject: Request for information regarding envisaged changes to the international 
  police cooperation structures in Portugal

Dear Prime Minister Mr Antonio Costa, 
Dear Minister Ms Catarina Sarmento e Castro, 
Dear Minister Mr Jose Luis Carneiro,  
Dear Secretary-general Mr Paulo Vizeu Pinheiro.

I am writing to you to on behalf  of the Committee on Civil  Liberties,  Justice and Home
Affairs  (LIBE)  of  the  European  Parliament  in  regards  to  the  draft  legislative  proposal
presented on 12 August 20221 by the Portuguese government, which aims to restructure the
Single Point of Contact for International Police Cooperation (Proposta de Lei 28/XV/1), and
to request supplementary information thereon.

We have understood, that according to the legislative proposal, the Government’s approach to
the proposed restructuring centres on the need to put in place the recommendation for the
creation  of  a  “Single  Point  of  Contact”  (SPOC)  or  Ponto  Único  de  Contacto  (PUC)  as
advocated in the Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament and the
Council  "Strengthening  EU  Law  Enforcement  Cooperation:  The  European  Information
Exchange Model (EIXM)" (COM(2012))735 final) 

In  response  to  the  recommendations  contained  in  the  above-indicated  Commission
Communication, in 2017 Portugal created the Single Point of Contact for International Police
Cooperation (PUC-CPI) as the operational centre responsible for coordinating international
police cooperation. Falling within the scope of the Internal Security System (SSI), the PUC-
CPI  has  been  tasked  with  ensuring  the  forwarding  of  national  information  requests,  the
reception,  forwarding  and  national  dissemination  of  information  from  foreign  police
authorities, and the transmission of information and the fulfilment of requests made by them.

1 https://www.parlamento.pt/ActividadeParlamentar/Paginas/DetalheIniciativa.aspx?BID=141828
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The  above-mentioned  legislative  proposal  currently  under  discussion  constitutes  a
fundamental  change  in  the  internal  organisation  of  the  international  police  cooperation
structures of Portugal since it transfers the Interpol National Central Bureau and the Europol
National Unit from the jurisdiction of the Portuguese Criminal Police (Polícia Judiciária) to
the competence of the SSI, which is under the supervision of the Prime Minister.

In light of the numerous reports by the Portuguese media that communicate the objections
and apprehension of the key civil society elements, including Public Prosecutors, regarding
these  changes,  the  LIBE  Committee  would  like  to  request  further  explanations  and
clarifications  regarding  the  proposed  legislative  act.  The  Committee  is  raising  concerns
whether  there  would  be  an  inherent  risk  of  political  interference  or  undue  access  to
information regarding ongoing criminal investigations.

The European Parliament is deeply committed to upholding the rule of law in all EU Member
States, and in all debates held and resolutions adopted on this topic particular attention is paid
to the respect for judicial independence and fundamental rights. 

In this context, I would appreciate it if you could provide us with:
- detailed information about the legislative proposal;
- information on the expected impact of the implementation of its provisions; and
- information  concerning  the  measures  put  in  place  to  avoid  possible  political

interference or access to information in ongoing criminal investigation processes.

I look forward to your replies and comments at your earliest convenience. 

Yours sincerely,

Juan Fernando López Aguilar 
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